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Agenda

1. Thematic Working Group on Collaboration between ecolabels – aim and 

actions 

2. Best practice examples on GPP and ecolabels

3. Issues for discussion and further actions

2



Thematic Working 
Group on 
Collaboration between 
ecolabels 

Aim and actions so far



EU Ecolabel 

Working Group
operational

Secretariat 

(EU Ecolabel Helpdesk)
administrative support

coordination with other EU contractors*

Target group/sector

and its key stakeholders (eg. industry

representatives/companies, consumers etc.)

Use of 

multipliers
Use of 

contractors

EU Ecolabel Team (EC)
collaboration

Promotional campaigns

Webinars

Conferences/

Events Building and sharing of success stories

New 

partnerships, 

networking and 

collaborations Licence holders

(groups)

Funding opportunities
Support in preparing an application

* eg. communication contractors, in line with the workplan defined by the Marketing Core Group. 
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WG members

• Nordic Swan Ecolabel (chair)

• Milieukeur/ NL Ecolabel

• Blue Angel/ DE Ecolabel

• Österreichisches Umweltzeichen/ AT Ecolabel

• BEUC/EEB

• JRC

• European Commission 

• EU Ecolabel Helpdesk 
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Meetings

1. Kick-off meeting 13.9.

- Introduction

- Presenting relevant experiences of the participants and key priorities and activities for co-operation

- Identifying the main co-operation topics as 1) Strengthening the role of credible ISO Type I ecolabels as criteria for 

reliable claims in the policy initiatives such as the forthcoming Green Claims Initiative  2) Strategic discussions/ 

exchange of info on methodological issues, 3) Criteria co-operation and 4) Impact demonstration and 

communication 

- Deciding the next step as Promotion of Type I Ecolabels in Green Public Procurement (GPP)

2. WG meeting 27.10.

- Presentation on how the Blue Angel and EU Ecolabel can be included in PP + overview of the planned GPP 

survey 

- Presentation from each WG member on national best practices on GPP

- Discussion on the use of ecolabels in the context of GPP

- Planning the presentation of the WG during EUEB meeting 18.11.
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Announcing the start of 
the Ecolabel Working 
Group on Global 
Ecolabelling Day 
14.10.2021
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Best practice 
examples on GPP and 
ecolabels



Austria
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Austria
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Austria
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Denmark

• The City of Copenhagen, Ecolabelling Denmark and 

Danish national procurement body (SKI) are engaged 

in a market dialogue aiming to increase the supply of 

ecolabelled products within selected areas. 

• Market engagement efforts target 2-4 focus areas 

each year

- 2018: Toys and office furniture 

- 2019: Light work clothes and office supply 

- 2020: Baby equipment, children's textiles and

Institutional furniture for children

- 2021: Hotels and building materials



Denmark

• The Danish government has launched a strategy for 

Green Public Procurement

• The strategy sets goals for ecolabelled procurement 

and for the use of TCO calculators

• By 2030, all public procurement must - where 

possible - be certified with the Nordic Swan 

Ecolabel or the EU Ecolabel

• It will be mandatory to use total cost (TCO) in 

government procurement
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Finland

• KEINO - a network-based Competence center for Sustainable and 

Innovative public procurement in Finland

- Databank of 105 best practice GPP examples including also some with ecolabels

• Piloting the Danish Copenhagen model in Finland with Helsinki city

• Development project on GPP criteria information platform under process
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Webtool to collect SPP criteria for procurement documents:

 Three different ambition levels:

a. basic

b. significant (more stringent requirements)

c. ambitious (even more ambitious requirements)

 For some product groups, SPP criteria refer to ecolabels (e.g. 
cleaning services)

https://www.mvicriteria.nl/en

Sustainable Public Procurement Webtool

The Netherlands

https://www.mvicriteria.nl/en
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Norway

• Rewarding GPP forerunners: Bærum municipality

• Bærum municipality's buyers have influenced several industries to deliver environmentally labelled goods 

and services. They have made following improvements 2019-2020:

- Laundries (62% to 67%)

- Printing companies (100%)

- Cleaning services (77% to 100%)

- Furniture (unknown to 38%)

- Soft paper and cleaners (30% to 33%)

- Incontinence products (11% to 75%)

• The municipality increased the share of competitions with the environment as an award criterion from 29% 

to 71%, 65% of these with environmental weighting of more than 30%. In building and construction, the 

share of competitions with environmental requirements in addition to standard contractual terms has 

increased from 59% in 2018 to 92% in 2020.

• The purchasing department's Environmental Group arranges professional days for buyers with topics as 

circular economy and the effective environmental plan for procurement developed by the municipality. 
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Sweden

Swedish cooperation network ModUpp since 2014 for modern, sustainable 

procurement amongst well recognized, respected and third part 

certifications 

Message: Use ecolabels as an efficient tool.

Focus on building opinion: Webinars, debate articles.

Working together = “a door opener” to stakeholders. It is easier to arrange 

meetings with politicians, ministers and contracting organisations when we 

approach them together: perceived as more objective, less partial.

Challenges: 

• Myths such as: “it is difficult”, “it is against the procurement law”, “it is 

more expensive”, “it is only favourizing big companies”

• Limited resources

Recommendations: 

• Keep on spreading the message that it is efficient to use ecolabels.

• Showing best case examples

• More communication about ecolabels’ important role in GPP.
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Issues for discussion 
and further actions



Art. 43 of the Directive 2014/24/EU  

1. Where contracting authorities intend to purchase works, supplies or services with specific 

environmental, social or other characteristics they may, in the technical specifications, the 

award criteria or the contract performance conditions, require a specific label as means of 

proof that the works, services or supplies correspond to the required characteristics, provided 

that all of the following conditions are fulfilled: 

(a) the label requirements only concern criteria which are linked to the subject-matter of the 

contract and are appropriate to define characteristics of the works, supplies or services that 

are the subject-matter of the contract; 

(b) the label requirements are based on objectively verifiable and non-discriminatory 

criteria; 

(c) the labels are established in an open and transparent procedure in which all relevant 

stakeholders, […], may participate; 

(d) the labels are accessible to all interested parties; 

(e) the label requirements are set by a third party over which the economic operator 

applying for the label cannot exercise a decisive influence. 
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Buying green! (by the European Commission)

“Third-party labels can be used in several ways under the 2014 directives, and in certain cases it is possible to require a 

label as part of technical specifications. To use a label in this way, it is necessary to look at the requirements […]” (p. 38)

“Most labels conforming to the ISO Type I classification will meet these conditions, although they may also contain 

criteria which are not specific to the product or service being purchased, such as general management 

requirements. To determine whether this is the case you should review the full criteria underlying the label before referring to 

it in your documents – most are freely available online.” (p. 38)

“If a label contains some requirements which are relevant to your contract but others which are not linked to the subject 

matter, such as those relating to general management practices, then you can only refer to the specific label criteria 

which are linked to the subject-matter and not require the label itself.” (p. 39)
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment

/gpp/pdf/Buying-Green-

Handbook-3rd-Edition.pdf



Discussion about „linked to subject-matter“
examples for need of clarification Art. 43 Nr. 1 a)

FOR SURE not possible

- general requirements for the 

company's environmental policy 

- general training quotas 

- the general employment of long-term 

unemployed persons

- …
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LIKELY not possible

- Workers representation where restricted 

by law (i.e. a requirement to facilitate parallel means to the 

right to freedom of association in countries which have not 

ratified ILO 87 or 98 and/or national laws prohibit or impair 

organizing for the furthering and defending the interests of 

workers or employees)

- Environmental / Energy-Management 

Systems as such, without specific 

benchmarks

- Memberships in Environmental 

Initiatives (e.g. Zero Discharge of 

Hazardous Chemicals - ZDHC)

- Fire safety of the factory building

- …
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Improvement actions for common discussion

A common interpretation of art. 43.1 (a) to avoid grey areas so that procurers can be re-

assured.

Possibility to provide a list of ecolabels that comply with ISO14024 and fulfil art. 43.1(a).  

Organising a workshop/conference presenting good European GPP practices, preferably with 

ecolabels.
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